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BORAH'S LEADERSHIP 





OES Senator Borah intend to utilize 

his strategic position as Chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee and his 
vast personal prestige to cooperate with 
the Administration in evolving a con- 
structive foreign policy? Two convincing 
and courageous pronouncements by him 
during last week weaken greatly the case 
of his critics who charge him with mere 
negation. Undisturbed by the certainty 
of strong opposition and the possibility of 
being charged with pro-Germanism he 
vigorously urged two steps: First, the 
prompt ratification of the pending Treaty 
of Amity and Commerce with Germany 
and, second, the unconditional return to 
its owners of the ex-enemy property now 
held by our Government. 

Both these proposals involve issues 
much more fundamental than appear at 
first sight. The German Treaty, which is 
nominally a mere means of restoring nor- 
mal commercial relations between the two 
countries, has been bitterly opposed by 
American shipping interests because it 
would preclude the possibility of discrim- 
inatory tariff or port duties in favor of 
American ships. In order somewhat to 
placate this hostility, the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, with the approval of the 
State Department, recommended last week 
the ratification of the Treaty with a reserv- 
ation which would leave our Government 
free after due notice to terminate those 
clauses of the Treaty preventing discrimi- 
nation. This reservation, however, is op- 
posed by Chairman Jones of the Commerce 
Committee and others on the ground that 
it would leave to the Executive a declara- 
tion of policy on this point, whereas it is 
contended such a decision should be re- 
served solely to Congress. 

The issue is really between those like 
Senator Borah who insist that the pro- 
posed discrimination would be futile and 


would involve our Government in a tariff 
and shipping war with the rest of the 
world and those who, irrespective of these 
considerations, insist that American ships 
shall have preferential treatment. On this 
issue President Wilson, President Harding 
and President Coolidge have repeatedly 
stood out against Congress. Senator 
Borah’s support of what has been hereto- 
fore essentially an Administration point 
of view is, therefore, all the more com- 
mendable and encouraging. 

The issue involved in the return of the 
property owned by German citizens was 
stated succinctly by Borah in his address 
to the Senate, February 7: 

We ought not to hold this property. In 
my opinion it is in violation of an expressed 
provision of the treaty to have taken it. It 
is in violation of the soundest principles of 
international decency and good morals to hold 
this property. When people come into this 
country or send money here and invest it in 
this country or acquire property in this coun- 
try, they do so under the belief and reall 


under the guarantee that their property will 
be protected. 


He might have added, first, that no prin- 
ciple of international law prior to 1914 
was more firmly established than that of 
“the inviolability of private property on 
land during war time” and, second, that 
national self-interest because of our world- 
wide commercial and financial activities 
demands that our Government vindicate 
this principle. 

Senators Simons and Swanson took 
sharp issue with the Borah proposal. They 
argued that our Government should con- 
tinue to hold the property of German citi- 
zens as a guarantee that the claims of 
American citizens against the German 
Government will be paid. They added 
that unless this is done, the United States 
Government itself may, if the Dawes Plan 
should not produce the revenues expected, 
be required to pay the claims of its own 
citizens. 















Borah replied: “It will be worth more 
to us to observe the laws of proper decency 
and honesty, than it will be to collect this 
amount of money.” 

If the Senator from Idaho now attacks 
other problems such as inter-Allied in- 
debtedness, the World Court and our re- 
lations to the League from similarly broad 
and statesmanlike viewpoints, he will vin- 
dicate the faith of millions of his fellow 


citizens in him. JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


America Withdraws From the Opium 
Conference 

HE withdrawal of the American Dele- 

gation from the Second International 
Opium Conference (February 6), while 
received with regret in Geneva, has not 
apparentiy prevented the remaining pow- 
ers from reaching agreement on a drug 
convention, including creation of a Central 
Control Board, urged by America. The 
convention, which has been drafted in 
Committee, does not embody the American 
proposal for limitation of production to 
medical and scientific needs; but it is ex- 
pected that this measure will be adopted 
in principle with reservations by the chief 
producing nations. 

The retirement of the American Delega- 
tion followed failure to reach agreement 
on two outstanding points in the American 
program. The first was the American pro- 
posal for limitation of raw opium produc- 
tion to medical and scientific needs. When 
the question came up in Sub-Committee all 
of the producing nations except China 
(which can not control its production), 
and Egypt (which does not export opium), 
submitted reservations. Persia, Turkey 
and Jugoslavia asked for loans to aid in 
substituting other crops. India declared 
she could only limit production for export 
as her internal use was governed by do- 
mestic legislation. The inability of the 
American Delegation to accept these res- 
ervations, and the inability of the produc- 
ing nations to meet the full American de- 
mand, prevented further compromise. The 
Convention as drafted by the remaining 
powers will probably embody the Ameri- 
can proposal with these reservations. 

The second point was that regarding 
suppression of smoking opium. The Amer- 
ican proposal called for complete suppres- 
sion within fifteen years, to commence at 
once. The alternative— advanced by 
Great Britain, France and Holland—called 
for suppression within a period of fifteen 
years, to begin when an impartial commis- 
sion has decided that the smuggling dan- 
ger has been controlled in the Far East. 

Great Britain, France and Holland are 
advocating adop'’on of their smoking 
opium proposal in the form of two pro- 
tocols to the First Conference. 

The explanation of their withdrawal, 
submitted by the American Delegation in 
the form of a memorandum to the Presi- 
dent of the Conference, points out that the 
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Joint Congressional Resolution authoriz- 
ing our participation expressly stipulated 
that the American Delegation ‘“‘shall sign 
no agreement which does not fulfill the 
condition necessary for suppression of the 
narcotic traffic” as set forth in the Ameri- 
can principles adopted by the League in 
1923. These state (a) that the use of 
opium for non-medical and non-scientific 
purposes is an abuse and not legitimate, 
and (b) that production of opium should 
be limited to medical and scientific pur- 
poses. As there appeared to be little hope 
for full acceptance of these principles, Mr. 
Porter felt it futile to remain longer in 
Geneva. Notes 


President Coolidge, responding to the 
Senate resolution requesting data on the 
recent Paris Agreement, sent to the Sen- 
ate on February 3 the complete text. This 
was accompanied by a letter from Secre- 
tary Hughes reiterating his earlier conten- 
tion that this arrangement “does not com- 
mit the United States in any way to any 
action in case the contemplated payments 
are not made.” He added, “There is no 
agreement to limit the amount of the 
claims to the United States which... . 
can only be estimated now. ... In con- 
clusion, this agreement was negotiated 
under the long recognized authority of the 
President to arrange for payments of 
claims in favor of the United States and 
its nationals.” 

Despite this explanation, there is still 
in certain quarters in the Senate a ten- 
dency to question the Agreement, but there 
seems to be no likelihood that a serious 
attempt will be made to nullify it. 


Last week it was definitely decided by 
the leaders in the Senate that there will 
be no action at this session on the proposal 
to have the United States adhere to the 
Permanent Court of International Justice. 
This adverse decision was reached despite 
the action by the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs in reporting favorably 
the Fish resolution, which, if passed, 
would express the judgment of the House 
that prompt action by the Senate is de- 
sirable. 


The Days of a Man, by DAVID STARR 
JORDAN. Two volumes, World Book Com- 
pany, 1922. This detailed autobiography 
gains added interest in view of Dr. Jor- 
dan’s being awarded recently the Raphael 
Herman peace prize for the best educa- 
tional plan to maintain world peace. 

A Syllabus on International Relations, 
by PARKER THOMAS MOON. Issued by the 
Institute of International Relations, Mac- 
millan Company, 1925. Here is an ex- 
cellent outline with references invaluable 
for individuals or groups who may care to 
study either cursorily or intensively prob- 
lems of international relations. Members 
of the F. P. A. are strongly urged to use 
and recommend this admirable volume. 
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